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Marine Benthic Survey Notification – MachairWind Benthic Survey 

Date:  Earliest commencement date: 8th July. Expected completion date: 26th August, weather 

dependant 

From:  Head of Survey 

Contact Details 

Ocean Ecology Ltd Head of Survey 

Name:  Ashley Kirby 

Email:  Ashley.kirby@dnv.com 

Telephone: 01452 740697 or 01452 915698 

Ocean Ecology Ltd Managing Director 

Name:  Gary Robinson 

Email:  Gary.robinson@dnv.com 

Telephone: 01452 740697 or 07969 559716 

Overview 

Please be advised that from the 8th July 2026 (earliest commencement date) Ocean Ecology Ltd (OEL) will be 

undertaking drop-down camera (DDC), seabed grab and water sampling surveys within the areas shown in 

Figure 1. The survey will employ the use of a DDC system for visual seabed assessments, 0.1m2 Dual Van Veen 

and Hamon grabs to obtain sediment samples of the seabed, as well as Niskin water sampling devices. The 

works will be completed by personnel from OEL on the vessel Roman Rebel. Full vessel details are presented 

in Table 1. The survey operations do not involve towed survey equipment however at some locations the DDC 

will be slowly manoeuvred along transect lines at ~0.5 knots. During deployment of equipment the vessel will 

be under restricted manoeuvrability and require sufficient vessel to vessel clearance for safe working. During 

periods of poor weather, the vessel may return to port or alternative safe haven for shelter. 

This notification is intended for circulation to all interested parties undertaking or managing activities in the 

vicinity of the planned survey works. If you would like further details regarding the surveys, please contact 

the OEL Head of Survey, Ashley Kirby using the contact details at the head of this communication. 

Liaison and General Operational Principles 

1. The survey contractor will ensure advance notice of survey works is provided to all marine users. 

2. During the survey, should areas of high fishing density be identified, best efforts will be made to 

modify survey plans (either the location of survey sites or timing of operations) to avoid damage to 

both survey and fishing equipment. 

Project FLO Details 

A project FLO is assigned to this work. For any specific enquiries required for the FLO please contact: 

Fisheries Liaison Officer - Brown & May Marine Ltd. 

Zoё Lawrence 

 zoe@brownmay.com | +44 (0) 7923 138175  

mailto:zoe@brownmay.com


Table 1. Vessel Details 

 

 

Survey Locations 

Table 2. Coordinates defining general survey area for the MachairWind Benthic Survey 

 

 

 



 

Figure 1. MachairWind Benthic Survey area. 

 

NOTICE TO MARINERS DISTRIBUTION LIST 

A list of recipients for the Notice to Mariners is kept by the MachairWind Project Team. If you wish to be 

added to this list, please contact machairwind@scottishpower.com . 
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